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A Gentleman to his FRIE ND, by way of An- 
wer to one from Him, Shewing the Preſent Ex- 


þ 
pedient, and Eaſineſs of Equal T A XING. 


S I R, 
J Receiv'd yours laſt Week, wherein you profeſs, you can by 


no means ſwallow the Courſe proprounded forTaxing Monies 

at Uſe ; Which, you fay, ſounds harſh, muſt ever be incon- 

venient, and ofc-times unjuſt, however to you ſeems unneceſ- 
fary. This is,... I take it, the Sum, or at leaſt the Main, of what 
you offer, with ſo much Noiſe and Circumlocation. 

\ You think ie hardſhip, that Lenders at Intereſt ſhould be obliged, 
under fo great a Peril, to tax themſelves: Is it then fo hard, as b 
ſeveral of our Statutes, for receiving above the Ratetherein ſpecify'd, 
to incur a treble Forfeiture of the Principal Sum ? Hath the like 
@proviſion againſt Frauds, in the Payment of other Publick Duties, 
(altho the Merchants hazards be ſo much greater than the Lenders, ) 
ever been conſtrued as Summun Fu ? 

. For its inconvenience, whom in God's Name-can it incommade, 
but fuch as do ſtill, and, I doubt, for above forty Years paſt, have 
perfe&ly lurch'd both all their Honeft Neighbours, and indeed the 


Commonwealth ir ſelf ? - Gee 
For its Unjuſtice, alas, if one of thouſands,” through his over-ea- 


gerneks or want of due Caution, have ever happened to pay for 
neereſt, where he loſt the Principal ; ts how many more daily 

tax for Rents,they never hope to receive? And how ſhalt this ſmall Evil 

1,777 2 be put in balance with ſo monſtrous [4 Gpievancg, as thar the = 
« ' * , er 


C3) 
.- Hier half of a Nation ſhould all along be double or treble Taxed, the 
reſt ſtill going in a manner Scotfice ? + TM 306 6-4 2 

Then as to the Non-neceflity, This fore” inconventence; how 
for God's ſake can it otherwite bg prevented or redrefſed ? Have 
not all fair means upon the matter been tried in vain ? The tender 
of Oaths to Creditors in their own Caſe, what is it, what can it 
be, but rgultiplyigg of Fravdgand Pojuges? Entbling of W- 
ers to, velieve entitſrcs by dtainer, in paying their Intereſſy tho 
ſurely mtteh theiberter and fater Courſe. Yet Debtors bei {o 
Obnoxious to their Task-maſters in difficult Times, what hardſhips 
doth it put upon them ;-andl how lamelty hath it anſwered our 
Wiſhes? Alas, What errand. Cavils are theſe ? Were it not bet- 
ecr.in few words to have ſaid, X@n cannat fancy the thing, 'Tis 
not for your turn, Prethee-talk of ſomewhat eB ? ' 1 


- "You with, We might hay a ack As.if wg did.got all wiſh 
\ 


for many-things ; but ate we theretore the nearer, having them?'Yet 
did you: believe, it wonld come Ne Edd: wpe, I 
doubt, wy for it half fo loud ; As who can but ghefs, from your 
ſtrange Averſion to ſo juſt a Propoſal, and withal fo like your 
own? For what indeed is this but a. egiſter, at leaſt, as to the 
reſent purpole of Taxing Mony at Intereſt ? Only coming unſhe 
or, it is, I perceive, the les welcom ; and being with fo muygh 
eaſe obtained, not worthy belike your acceptance. 

In King Femes the Firlt's Reign, Intereſt being at Ten per Ceax. 
half the Gentry, thereby quite undon, -and 'many more incumbred; 
L have-hees credibly told by Perfons lately Living, there was the 
like Out-cry-for a Reviter: From its Reducerient, Anzo 21 Fa- 
cobz to the Givi War, lcarce a fyllabke'of it : Land daily rifingiin 
Rent, as well as Purchaſe, Eſtates ſuddenly becoming found, and 
in a manner free from all Incumbrance, except that of Portions : 
The Credit of honeſt Gentlemen as current as any Bills of Exchange: 
Intereſt had been newly regulated, in a competent meaſure to keep 
pace. with Land and Trade, as Markets then went j'Land-Taxes 
were naoc. ſo much as heard or thouyht of: {An indeed what did 
we tlien but warm our ſelves at'our Neighbour's tire,” who were all 
aQing their Tragedies, whilſt we fare as gentle Spe&ators ? Whence 
I colle& by the way, Thatif ever Uſury, viz. the Trade, or fam- 
liar Practice of it, were harmlets as to the Commonwealth, (fave in 
reſpe& of Lucrum ſeſſans, ) It was in the firſt twelve Years of King 
Charles the Firſt his as yet unclouded Reign. Accordingly the 
Pulpits, which from the beginning of onr Reformation had till 
then always fo thundred againft ir,” were the more excuſably there- 

# in 
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in for chat time flent. Whether they ſince have o'been, 1 could 99 
with our Reverend. and Learned Divines would well adviſe. 
' Aſtor our unbappy Civil 'War, a great part af the Gontey paying 
ſevere Compoſitions for their Eſtates ; We were: alliatiohae /again 
aver Head and. Ears; inDebt.;: Our:then new Maftbrowithal lay- 
ing:their whole Load-on Land,.it wasah a:trice' fo miſerably of 
ed, thatithg:beſt Beeatl-Corn; by the Relation of a Publick Intelli- 
3r, if «be ;;Ncar ' 165%, ©f 1653, to: my Remembrance, 'fohl 
t at Sixteen-pence the Buſhel;in one of our prime: Markets. Where- 
upon all our Payments ſuddenly grew contingent 3 Our Exigences 
became extreme, and abnoſt Univerſal, with Perſons of-Qualicy:; 
Brokags upon; thematter,; as/bigh asIntereſt : $6 during that zigb- 
xous Sealon;\the cry for. :a Regiſter was 'wicth''a withck reſumed!: 
hich yet quickly ſunk again, with the ! ſhore refpit»we had :&qm 
muzthering ge during 'the/Protedtorikip; and lome-while ter, 
nar nr grievons to Sor wer mnt ft, 06g 
: Amo 2 bbq, King (Charles the Second's. longrPartiament laid..one 
entire 'Lax of z500a00d for our War at thut time'with ahe Nach; 
Pn cre ——_ tull Sewing ts GC one :of halfras 
MIN, au upon Eandtd: W , like horrid der-claps; ag 
 the.Ccurrent. Rents; as levibd wang vox ix" 
wndged was the haviack irmade;with:the Incumbraviceit irmitediace- 
ly-caufed throvghour:zhd whole Nation. Whereupon our: Conju- 


Ter called, if:poſliblezclowder than ever, for a prefhmr; 


\Regitter : 
ers pan thiefigent, ven. Lawyers, whoiti(l allalong 
| nt! and decry'd, began to lend/ic an Ear: This laſted forme 
years, @phing and flowing with the viſible Occaſion of it, Taxes 
and Exigeniees: Whereas fiace our laſt Peace wich Hillend, we have 
not heard the leaſt noiſe of it, until of late.” Yoummay fee by this, 
how! this gaddly, Notion) mow ' comes. in requeft again with ſome, 
whe parheps:h0 :more aftect or intend, than others formerly did'; 


nlp Ralk with ir, 25a mcer Amaſement, 6 theuft! out, 'or purby 
ab "21 o VO" 


| tos age ls. | iv 2 
- Altho.you ou is. not your. own Opinion, yet you offer ic 
'as the-fenle of tuch-as paſs; Tha 


you lay, for Wiſ Men; Thar'the'Pay- 
.ment of double or treble Taxes by Borrowers +» terrorem, a due 


Chaltiſernenc of their Bolly, for running in debe. Indeed I have 
often, heard the:fame thing urg'd in difeourſe, may more than once 
of Inte nee with it in print. To whictyT can onlyſay, 'Tis well, 
you frankly dirfown a fo roid of FTrath, as well as Juſtice or 


? Are we got wont to call 
it 


en 


| ! Bac ales: how! tent: hnnofs amy Cardh or 6 
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it.the courſeſt uſage even of Dogs, ro-be firſt beat till they ſtink, and 
then again for ſtinking ? Yet how like is chis Treatment of our 'Un- 
happy Gentry, firſt ruined with: hatd Dealings, and then upbraid- 
ed with their Ruins ? 

I take no delight to renew the Remembrance: of what I rather 
wiſh-may for: ever ſleep: But as he.that hath: either heard or 'read 
the/melancholy Stories of our long Embroilment, will find ſmall 
cauſe'to: wonder; how ſo:many Noble Families came te -be ſo dee 
in.debt ;] ſo whoſo refledts on our Courſes ever ſince, eſpecially tho 
_ Taxitig, may ſee more ground to marvel, how any ever got out, 

keep a foot of his Land, What a bleſſed Cure of Improvidence 
F is that, > 1g Pos without ae Her ger muſt ſoon 'utlo! the moſt 
1 EET traſh will oft-rimes. even Ou Men rake 
Rs Soleeciſins | 


ne with theit wonted Wiſtom, weighing, how Radek 
Incumbrance of Debt would prove itscime to the Comtmnoti- 
} after all ling Wars, quitced; "ie ſhould ſeem, . old Scorts, as 
. to begin the World anew.” Tn PO LEND. 
| Fulizs Ceſar in the time of his DiRatorſhip,' thobgh 

not her. embrace..it, in- lie thereofihe decreed; 14 


Ny 
ing all or-moſt of <he 
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arg If! therefore- no A piyrnas: en r all this 
Fs applied, bur only Corroſive upow Corroſive ; What wondet is 
ir, if our Wound ſtill teſter and without other rimely Medicaments, 
hazard ta Gangrene at 
Indeed/from. the Cavil Warto: this influne; who' but thi Tand- 
logs, , Gihough byformer hardſhips almoſt undon,) hayein a matt- 
whole , brunt ?. ; ray good Families dv 
we and I know, that within fiſty years have paid int Taxes 
| Thouſands, and'yet with the fame time almoſt ewice as much 
for Inceſt, whilſt ty to whom. it was paid went all along in ef- 
BA Scatfree.? How frequent hath it been our Memory, for More- 
agees to enter, and divers.years habe any enjoy the fa ' Profits of 
Pie Eſtate, without rope Ap: prime {[ments,- upon its 
Sale, or Redemption 2 Bur this, alas, in che long deadnels 
of our Markets, how conld, or- yet can even. our wiſeſt L 


wichlland the onmmon wreeched Bate of Eotevjog chat 
vecke times? CONSID UEINEY Se, Then bl Tm 
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with all their Carking'and Drudging. too, God knows, ſcarce comr 6 // 


forrably ſubfilt ) could any bope to loſe fo little as half their Rents, 
they continue to Farm, with abundance more, whenever 
they let their Lands, wiz. in putting, off Stock at _Jaſt too cheap, 
which at firſt they could not. for bf moſt part help taking in too 
dear, in deadly Repairs, and the caſtin of in divers great Advantages, 
wherewich new ,Tenants muſt q6 baited to keep wo their Rencs ? By 
this time, methinks, you ſhould allow Foal our Gentry former! 
might, "ani indeed may be. ſtill eta without their Tan 
rodigali 
But hood I admit, that divers of our Landlords haye been to 
blame in. noe "Dory ood meals, yet all,, I fancy, neyer were 
ts Roe, were it of a 
few, bY cher noted in 0 Gale along gt Farce, Is 
tchis ag Impeachment of at pts or bon, Vers 5 ſanding; 
Kadh e not As of: Oblivion fince on In eve- 
mg Rve ers not fince. been pen: and are.the Chil- 
ar, pros unborn, to rue for the miſ-condudts of their Parents? 
rift now turn'd Treaſon, to taint the Blood? Aﬀeer all, ſup- 
= only the K Genery to be,.or have been in fault, have 
| 19 er ot 45 yet ſmarted for it CG Vans ey. and theirs, Ro ever 


ax double 2: l: there er Bf OR or Pardon, if at length they 


* yt ink are gy then n 
O 3 or Reap We _ now pro \ 

Phot De ND ſuch ,as, for or fan ay prope Rald ja $1 
licels or. nothing in all. our Taxes, ſhould by the, next- FI ears 
bear our whole publick burthens, would not you hank it # moſt ex- 
orbitant 2 ane and yet whae were .it other, than a lame refund- 
ing b- Creditors, 2 poor req jeal to; ; Borrowers, more. Pr? 
nagnr f mor hip qur- wn e Paſkion 2: 

Qu. by Sober Men, we ſhould | - 


a 

< yp f. I tip 
rb wracking of chm Ken vo RE, Fe Hang 
Pot vs far a, they .could.:.. 
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we ry a. Cto 
& ” (4308 at df —_ Su Is' wy 
; is lond” 4 Noife'of Mdfick for /a'Piece,” "or 411 
wes Wor ive Artendance” for faur'br five; and #n' all's 
rough pro io ably ? That, it'the Giey,: ny 
near half fo big, Houfe rents were'not-a Hr 4 T Thi#t at 
the ſame time our Lands in the main went at the ſame; or rather 
more Rent, and cm berter paid ? The truth whereof” who ca 
fairl doubr, oe with onr own, abundant” Pybeflents: 
the ſike nature "I.che'rachier ntpe, as well 3 Ropes 


Mourhs.of Vi cing thetn, 
are, Boar your pr LES Wo? i by 
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they may; by att Prodetie Arts," eſpeciblly 
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mn r it” a$ thi + OI now Eoiiverſe 
That Intereſt 'be rather reduckd to Four, nay tg Three per ah, 
Shame. 0n them,” why | did they then won oppole it 'in a 
__ favourable yon re? What Fruit of it we” not cre 
this have rca What inconveniences, x0 What 'hazards', 
by us] ee _ it not” in; likelihood, or _ 
id got the k 


moſt 
wen, "nay gbod 


Ee El wear Fro 
omfore woutd 20 Rr Dro af rheir Neigh 60 ef 
fing to the Commonwealth! 'Whar Eſtate amo now had been ih- 
abred,what Land-onim mpottine Farm unletren, what, Houſe 
ed, what Compla then' hare deans 
. CE ior LT tans our: 
raul erburnotrygiagte BBs 
| gements we d now ſerv- 
OY, to cloy; nay choak ow "fomenti 
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| Much abqur! five and HF | 
excellept, Treatiſe, Enutuled, 'Bryef 40ns 0 and. Inte: 
ref& of Mony, Shewing- with uncontrollable Arguments, and molt 
pregnant Inſtances, how all Nations ever did,. do, nay muſt de- 
cline or flauriſh, according to the due or undue rate of their Inte- 
eſt; Thativis the,yery, Pulle of Trade 5 That to frame a righc 
udgment how it fare, or ſpeeds with them, we. need. but enquire , 
What Ulſe:of - Manyzss, is their. Current. And though divers other 
things, by the Jydicious. Author therein ſpecined, {gem likewiſe 
expedient 3: yt this is plaigly the Prowmum Mobile, nay racher Un 
cps. Neceſſarin, in welpyet of found and whollom Trade. 

As an Anfwer hereunto *twas then. alledged, that. the Fall' of 
Intereſt is rather a Symptom or Effe&, than any Caule of pub- 
lick Proſperity. That under a: lucky Canſtellation, forſooth, ir 
will 'in due: time fall: faſt ienough - of it ſelf, and neither; can nor 
need by Law be reduced, &rc., Whichy as. in lome fort, Ze the ficit 
ſight, it may (eem ipecjowrenpugh: ; io ' no. doubt. ere vhis. ig; had 

with-us accordingly ſped, were it not for our monſtrous Tax- 
ing. i Alas, what Benefic, could: we think. 40,-reap:! even. the 
loweſt rate of Latereft, iy a rate of War, of Publick Thraldom, 
of general Free-quarrer 3 Qs, which is in ellz&; rantamount, ex- 
celtive and habitual Land-Taxes? But caters Paribas, . the: nable 
Maxim it lh, wiz, that pf curbing Ulury, remains inviolate, and 
firm as a Rogk,' Unſhaken,. indeed uatouch's with this;{hall, 
barmleſs Battery, - Fox,, who that! is in his, Wits. wall ng bios 
or argue, That Honeſt, equal Taxing is nat a - real Occafion; bur 
the bear Symptom of, a good Trade; . that- a. fawl op e Rare 
lang continued is not-jn it 4: a meritorious,and — Cauſe 
of all enſuing Evils imaginable, as. well on. account off our Man- 
ners; as our Eſtates ; that without a. previous Redreſs herein,' 0- 
ther Remedies, ſeem they never 10 proper, . can / {ſucceed or ope- 
ratc : Or that. indecd. it were, nov Pity, ſuch indire&: Courſes 
ſhould ever Proſper ? Res ipſa loquier ;-It is, I muſt conftels,) paſt 
proving : For every Proot, you know, muſt -be plainer than 
what 1t would prove, which herein ' nothing, I think, can pretend 
to. be. 

That Funto, commonly called ,ti2 Rump Parliament, abated our 
Intereſt, but concurrently loaded our Lands with horrid Burthens, 
( for of this Babel, fole Land-Taxes, who but they then were 
the proper Archiceds, and who now - grudges them that Ho- 
nour ? ) Being once {0 milerable ſunk, indeed almoſt half unce- 
nanted, 


rats ons, Decay? 613 


- * nanted, with {6 Tor" a ſtate-of 'War, tiow':coult the Land ever 


recover, with'ſo lame' a Peace, as"that which' they vouchfafed 
us, and*nnder Charges, alone fifficietit to turn-even a flouriſh- 
ing Kingdom into a meer Colony'? Nay what 'is clearer” than'that, 
inflead of their boaſted Abatement, they really raiſed our Inte- 
reſt, at leaſt as to Land? A goodly Reſtorative, and a rare Omen 
of our Freedom! For: did not Debtors in general, ( which were 
then the greater half, and far the nobler, ) whilſt they paid; whe- 
ther eight or ſix per Cnr, to. their Creditors, pay likewiſe: for them 
at leaſt ewo'for Taxes, which in all g Conſcience Lenders 
ſhould themſelves have paid ; To the preſent Ruin of many, mul- 
tiplying of extreme: Exigences, and ſuch an enflaming of Bro- 
kage, as is ſcarce ever to be' forgot ? How then will any pretend 
to marvel, that Land did notgreatly riſe in Rent as well as Pur- 
chaſe, upon ſuch a fall of Intereſt ? 

At this time of day, methinks, 4c ſhould hardly be doubted, 
but that the due lation ' thefeof' is a Sovereign os 41 1e of 
Publick Welfare, e G4 after ſignal Calamities. Indeed- to 
what elſe in *the aſt Century did our Neighbouring Kingdom of 
France owe its ſudden wotdertful REEovery from an Eſtate of Ruin, 
even 'next to Deſolation, by thirty Years Civil War, during which 


it was a conſtant 'Tragical Theater of Foreigners as - 


Serres Page 1001. well as Natives? The Hiſtorian plainly tells us, 
All other wholſom Proviſions henified lietle or no- 
thing without it. Nay more, to what elſe ſhould we aſcribe its 
| t. exceflive Power both by Land” and Sea, ( notwithſtand- 
ing its ſo Tyrannical Government of Church and State, with its 
frequent Broils,) the mighty Enterpriſes, wherewith of late it 
hath filled our | Ears, the dreadful Alarms, it hath in our fg 
given, and yet continues to give this pare of the World? To 
what, I ſay, ſhall we impute it, bur their early curbing Ulſury, 
the Bane of all Commonwealths, the rank Weed, which, where- 
ſoever it thrives or ſpreads, Out-grows and utterly cruſhes, nay 
ſtarves every good Plant, as it infallibly muſt, neither taking 
any Care or Pain, nor bearing any Burthen, no, nor running 
in a manner any Riſque. How famous 1s it, that Mony was there « 
reduced to Six Pounds and a Crown per Cent. now near a Hun- 
dred Years ſince, as it were in the very Craille of all Pretences 
to Merchandiſe in this Weſtern Worl:l, and ewenty or thirty 
Years, before we brought it to Eight * Whereas their haughty 
Rivals, eicher through groſs Supineneſs, or ftarch'd and ſupercili- 
ous Bigottry, not at al! allowing for the Hardneſs of Mens Hearrs, 
as 


(9) 


as did the great Lawgiver Maſes,. but condemning and prohibi-6/5 


ting, in.ſtead ;of regulating or-rgltraining a Miſchief, by Jong Ex- 
perience in ir ſelf.unavpidabla, lutter'd,or rather draye it for wane. 
of Vent, to. rankle inwazds,and working. {till under-ground, un- 
FernminGs as. 1t were, the, Foundatipns -of Trade, ot; Publick Welb- 
are,” [i got Lon Of © | JADE? SIT BY Gt | L eb 
YetI muſt tell you, '/Things, however excellent in themſelves, 
for want of being well timed, may prove Abortive. Now the Re- 
gularion of Intereſt ſeems to be! the proper Work of /peaceab!ey as 
equal 2xing is of Warlike Seaſons; Suppoſe, for Arguments ſake; 
Our Intereſt ſhopld . be ſhortly, brought t@ four,. nay: to:three per 
Cem. Again, put the caſe, tha; for vur /iaſtarit-Occafions; atleaſt 
as PEarY axes as theſe, we now. ſhcink under, ſhould . wichal ifor 
divers Years to come bg charged either all. on/Land; or with a con- 
current, , yet- unequal, Poll. Would. not 'jn effe&/all 'the Monigs 
now -letten at Intereſt, tho, never 1o low reduced; be ftill continy- 


moſt of the Landlords be thereby driyen either. to. fink one-half-of 
their Livelihoods, or Farm more. ruinouſly themſelves, os let theis 
Lands to the Crows? Would not great numbers-of-them be! for- 
ced to live upon Tick or Truſt, { which is, as you know, bur a 
fort of borrowing, at, double or treble- Intereſt, ) The Dilſcreeter 
fort take up Monics, ſome for. the neceſſary ſupport, of their ,Gre- 
dits, in the. failure of their Reyenues, - Others for the due Stocking 
their Farms, or. elſe. well managing-their. Efates?. And theny/as 
to the Many-Mongers, why ſhould we lancy, [they would not :Act 
at the rate of their Predeceſlors after the Civil War, and finding 
the vaſt numbers, as well. as. levers Exigencies of.,their Clients, 
make Hay in Sun-ſhine ; many themſelves exacting perhaps.dau- 
ble Uſe, by. way of Gratuity : The more Scrupulous Lodging their 
Caſh with ſuch, as betwixe Procurement-and Continuance could 
make further advantage of it z Whereby Retrenching of Intereſt, 
what would. it at, beſt thus. ignifie, but: the deadly raiſing of Bro- 


T0 MT Oy maT% } | | . 

On the other fide, admit, 'the next Seſljon, of Parliamenc ſhould 
impoſe a Tax, greater-in itſelf than hath been: hitherto knowny yet 
with a .retroſpedt :of favour on ſuch; as have formerly been; over» 
charged ; Or ſay, that it were only _— moſt comprehenſive Rog 
X they 


( to /) 
4 could well art Yapnn a—_ Sam ohh Se 
ble m . regard © r mmunity heavy 2 ts,Pari 4 
rv"3 00k al &c. withal | declaring bg our 5 
that Worthy Convention, 'which 7 +5 Cake ds 
though ſucceeding Parliaments have, it ſhould all forporteti 
it,) That we ſhould from thenceforth have no more fole Land-Tax- 


es : Should this, I ſay,be now both done and declared, akhough ahem: 
out any mention of abating Intereft, yet who can believe, 


moſt of our Mony Age Tao rnd Can yr: 


but our real 'Wi OTE time drive that 
Trade; when it were-thus ; Whereby | 
ol inrtonſh et of with a Witneb ? How fare 


we Ren our felves.in a moſt perpte- 
Chirle; the TE. and King Faw: 
our State 
Rehief from o Taxes, 
Farms eaten wee, Þ _ ob the riſing hand, Land a 
vanced inthe; Purchaſe, and Uſe-Mony dail B: 1: Give Needy 
therefore, (with my wonted freedom to ell you, 1 | 
your Patna Mela who'now fem to ct Abatertnt of 
aglpip topo pin , as knowing too well, it world for* fp 
litthe, would-be- fell our as cager for our equal Taxing in 
wy ," Wheti they 'neither faw nor fore-faw- the leaft 
A nog Chiges: "And both alike in carneft. 
Ic hath been ever with me ſome Queſtion, whether Creditors, 
( or at the leaft Yin not fairly their Quotd's, may 
EE nenlf” Prot hom com bo 8 wv e Statute 
e ſeeming to never were 
atually Ale: 


Otherwiſe. a Man would chink, che Teope of it 


nay the 'very\ words reach them. Por if 
heed thei perky np wy but pay their Taxes for them, is it nor all 

they paid'fo much to themſelves, and-ſo much to theit 
Dder? wee admit, that a long and general, tho. erroneous 
PraRtice herein overrule, yet what a, pregnant Motive is. it far an 


own er Enforcing, or at-leaft Explaining the Statute on that 


On cho whole Merthr, if we will-not 'togerher adinit* ſuch In- 
conveniencies, and run ſuch Hazards as are hardl) ay 
_ or thought of: without Horror; a juſter rate od nr 
' +o' Serupkes, 'yet- at moſt bo-gralins of Allowance; { 
rg For' which, with alt due Sabinifli dh, i 


(71) 


That when the Parliament ſhall intheir Wiſdom think fit to 6/7 


bring qur Incereft of Moacy Lower, beſt the rate, which they {hall 
julge convenient to peaccable Times, ſhould prove ( as heretofore 


ap often done, and even now-plainly doth ) for any time of 


War inconvenient, tadeed rather Intolerable, a ſtanding; Clauſe 
may be Inſerted, whereby Sums at Intereſt, with-all ores Liquid 
Revenues ſhall of Courſe, wichout any particular Charge, pay che 
Quota therein Js 7 ways in a due proportion with our Rents, 
to be aſcertained by the Commiliancm, in caſe the Tax it felf 
be not a Pound-rate, which I muſt confeſs, were greatly now to 
ek ccirforace Tunes,/alf the. LinuidR be Charged £1 
t in our fature Taxes, a ; ents | - to 

pay. either the double, or. at leaſt om —r pg more than the 
Rents, which are' ſo ſenſibly liable to grievous endle& Re- 
with Sbaudance"ef other Clues vaſt trouble oft-cimes in 
Managing, and by daily ſad Experience, ſevere: Cafaalties and 

es. 

- That hereafter no Taxes be laid upon Land, -without'-the moſt 
imbpaulfive and effefual Clauſes that cart be deviſed, with-the ſtria 
eſt Cuſtom-houſe Orders; .or otherwile; for a Concurrent Tax on 
Monies at Intereſt, by way of 'Detaitier upot Payment of the ſame, 
at the Rate eons itche'caſs of Mortgages or Bonds-0n 
Record; but in Securities parely Perſonal, to pay juſt the fame 
with our Land-Rents. yt 

That Offices and Profeflions, if not in Ordinary, to be fure;-at 
leaſt in Extraordinary Occaſions,be Rated- alike with Liquid-Renrs, 
as-a juſt Tribute for their goodly Privileges, and in toker-of their 
more itntnediate Dependance upon the'State. 

That for' a full Execution hereof, Sele& Commiſfoners, not 
Iyfor-Rank, bur Worth and Zeal ro the Cauſe, be in” all Þ 
Singled out ; That they take a Solemn Oath, as for the diſcharge 
of a Sacred Weighty ruſt; That have allotted them ſome 
moderate Allowance, by way of Poundage out of the Tax, toward 
their convenient Charges : Which if they Fairthfully perform 
ON. will be by them welt deſerved, and dear enough 


\ Not. or mos np car Cog i ws taken, we 
i ighe hope for a y period to theſe our heavy Burthens, 
ny >" ; and in the mean time might be far from 
drooping under their Weight, as we ſhould hardly feel, nay ſhould 
even thrive,and Dancgas it weregunder this Expenſive War : Which 
wichout Cruſhing or much Imparing any good Common-wealth's 


wk 


-—- 


[ 

-&PRrave þ <= ever yet werg 
Taxes, b + ily Impoſed, and equally Charged, either lo 
or greatly telt'; they. Circulating ever in needful, wholſom an 
meltick, not,vein and-Foreign Expence. Whereas, with Op+ 
preflive Rates, any little War is a kind of Malignant Fever, whicti 
if it! downright Magrtal, is atleaſt ' ape to leave the Pa- 


y dirtlt other | Hope or Comfort lefe chem; char 
afondand: wholly groundleſs Proſumption 
is fata[:Error, : f 

pro bde 


on an IrODTIAtINgE Y. of Part wg og ery na well _ 
or- that purpoſe, were Incomparable, , We may be ſecure it wi 
break.ns Boge; it would dog ox;/epbaſe (no Fund of Eſtate, or 
Vs of; any Native: Commoedity;-.:1t, would affet no Market; 
neither yet need we greatly fear, but it would anſwer our Hopes: 
For.tho ſach Courſes are 'igenerally moſt Succeſsful, when they 
preceed; or at leaſt attend - As/,of Royal, Grace and Clemeney, 
= upon Accounts ſo Popplarias ours at. preſent ; Indeed, when- 
oever this, or any Free Natign-is ſatisfied, both that the [Levies 
themſelves are highly; Expedient;z - and [thas., the, Sums thereby 
Rated, will all be duly employed, how can "they fail of a con- 
derable Effet? i: 8-1 22.51. ect: '2; i; 

In affording me your Senſe hereof, you will much Oblige 


SIR 


Your moſt Aﬀettionate Humble Servant,” "., 
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